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Following Hard after God

My soul followeth hard after Thee; Thy right hand upholdeth me. 

Psalm 63:8

God’s right hand

A symbol of power - Psalm 89:13 (NRSV) — 13 You have a mighty arm; 
strong is your hand, high your right hand. 

A symbol of protection - Psalm 16:8 (NRSV) — 8 I keep the LORD always 
before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 



Following Hard after God

My soul followeth hard after Thee; Thy right hand upholdeth me. 

Psalm 63:8

A symbol of protection

Psalm 139:10 (NRSV) — 10 even there your hand shall lead me, and your 
right hand shall hold me fast. 

• Isaiah 41:13 (NRSV) — 13 For I, the LORD your God, hold your right hand; it 
is I who say to you, “Do not fear, I will help you.” 

• Lamentations 2:3 (NRSV) — 3 He has cut down in fierce anger all the might 
of Israel; he has withdrawn his right hand from them in the face of the 
enemy; he has burned like a flaming fire in Jacob, consuming all around. 



Following Hard after God

My soul followeth hard after Thee; Thy right hand upholdeth me. 

Psalm 63:8

• A symbol of God’s presence

• Psalm 16:11 (NRSV) — 11 You show me the path of life. In your 
presence there is fullness of joy; in your right hand are pleasures 
forevermore. 

• Psalm 48:10 (NRSV) — 10 Your name, O God, like your praise, reaches 
to the ends of the earth. Your right hand is filled with victory. 

• Psalm 73:23 (NRSV) — 23 Nevertheless I am continually with you; 
you hold my right hand. 



Following Hard after God

My soul followeth hard after Thee; Thy right hand upholdeth me. 

Psalm 63:8

• A symbol of the defeat of God’s enemies

• Exodus 15:12 (NRSV) — 12 You stretched out your right hand, the 
earth swallowed them. 

• Psalm 21:8 (NRSV) — 8 Your hand will find out all your enemies; your 
right hand will find out those who hate you. 

• Psalm 74:11 (NRSV) — 11 Why do you hold back your hand; why do 
you keep your hand in your bosom? 



We need to get a 
hold of God’s 

right hand



Following Hard after God

My soul followeth hard after Thee; Thy right hand upholdeth me. 

Psalm 63:8

• We pursue God because, and only because, He has put an urge within 
us that spurs us to the pursuit.

• John 6:44–45 (NRSV) No one can come to me unless drawn by the 
Father who sent me; and I will raise that person up on the last day. It 
is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.’ 
Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me.

• No one comes to the Father except through me. Jn 14:6.



Following Hard after God

• The impulse to pursue God originates with God, but the outworking 
of that impulse is our following hard after him.

• All the time we are pursuing Him, we are already in His hand: “They 
right hand upholdeth me.”

• As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for you, O God. 
My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When shall I come and 
behold the face of God? Psalm 42:1-2



The State of the World and Church

• Christ may be “received” without creating any special love for Him in 
the soul of the receiver.

• You can be “saved” but not hungry nor thirsty after God.

The scientist has lost God amid the 
wonders of the World

We Christians have lost God amid the 
wonders of the Word.

We have forgotten that God is a 
person, and as such, can be 
cultivated as any person can.



Getting to know God

• The written word of God, should draw us closer to the manifest 
presence of God resulting in an intimate communion- causing a 
change in behavior, character, and perception.

• And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by 
finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me 
in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence 
before the world existed. John 17:3-5



Getting to know God - Hypostatic union

• Hypostatic union – union of Christ’s humanity and divinity into one 
hypostasis – (existence).

• Jesus has two natures.

1. Jesus is a person (man). In His nature, he thinks, wills, enjoys, feels, 
loves, desires, and suffers as any other person may.

2. Jesus is divine. Thomas cried out, “My Lord and my God!” (John 
20:28). The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the 
only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him 
known. John 1:17-18



Following Hard after God

• John Wesley, the historic founder of the Methodist movement, 
wrote and preached about the role of God's grace to prepare 
us, redeem us, and continually shape us into the people we 
were created to be.

• John Wesley’s  meaning of Grace is “God’s free, undeserved 
favor.” It is the free grace that God imprinted his image on us.

• Grace is not a gift that God packages and bestows on us and 
creation. Grace is God's presence to create, heal, forgive, 
reconcile and transform human hearts, communities and the 
entire creation. Wherever God is present, there is grace! Grace 
brought creation into existence. Grace birthed human beings, 
bestowed on us the divine image, redeemed us in Jesus Christ 
and is ever transforming the whole creation into the realm of 
God's reign of compassion, justice, generosity and peace.



Following Hard after God

• Prevenient grace:

• Is the grace that is present in every man. “God’s grace prevents the 
total destruction of the divine image in us.” Wesley

• It is the grace which gives you the beauty of the landscapes, the zeal 
of the explorer.

• It exists in creation and is in all creation. We cannot take claim to it. If 
God removes his grace, we cease to exist.



Following Hard after God

• Prevenient grace:
• Before a man can seek God, God must have first sought the man.

• "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.“ John 3:16

• To each one of us grace has been given. Ephesians 4:7

• For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your 
own doing; it is the gift of God—not the result of works, so that no 
one may boast. Ephesians 2:8-9



Following Hard after 
God

• Justifying grace:

• (Just as if or “Pardoning Grace.”) 
The assurance of forgiveness that 
comes through repentance.

• It is he doorway into the house of 
God's salvation.

• We are justified by our Faith 
through the grace of Jesus Christ 
(Romans 5:1-2)

Prevenient Grace

Justifying Grace



Following Hard after God

• Sanctifying grace:

• Moving  beyond forgiveness and our identity with God, 
sanctifying grace is God’s freely given presence and power 
to Restore the fullness of God’s image in which we are 
created.

• It is a continuous process of being made perfect in love and 
removing the desire to sin.

Sanctifying grace





Moses goes hard after God

• Now if I have found favor in your sight, show me your ways, so that I 
may know you and find favor in your sight. Consider too that this 
nation is your people.” He said, “My presence will go with you, and I 
will give you rest.” And he said to him, “If your presence will not go, 
do not carry us up from here. For how shall it be known that I have 
found favor in your sight, I and your people, unless you go with us? In 
this way, we shall be distinct, I and your people, from every people on 
the face of the earth.” (1/3)



Moses goes hard after God

• The Lord said to Moses, “I will do the very thing that you have asked; 
for you have found favor in my sight, and I know you by name.” 
Moses said, “Show me your glory, I pray.” And he said, “I will make all 
my goodness pass before you, and will proclaim before you the name, 
‘The Lord’; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will 
show mercy on whom I will show mercy. But,” he said, “you cannot 
see my face; for no one shall see me and live.” (2/3)



Moses goes hard after 
God

• And the Lord continued, “See, there is a place by me 
where you shall stand on the rock; and while my 
glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, 
and I will cover you with my hand until I have 
passed by; then I will take away my hand, and you 
shall see my back; but my face shall not be seen.” 
(3/3) Exodus 33:13-23



Paul goes hard after God

• Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because 
of Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the 
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order 
that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness 
of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith 
in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know 
Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his 
sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain 
the resurrection from the dead. (Philippians 3:7-11)



David goes hard 
after God

• As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for you, O God. My 
soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When shall I come and behold the 
face of God? My tears have been my food day and night, while people say 
to me continually, “Where is your God?”

Psalm 42:1-3



Are you 
going hard 
after God?

He waits to 
be wanted.



Does the Church go hard after God?

• Many people are satisfied with a casual desire for God. The hearts of the 
people are not right. Bible Study should always be full. 

• The church is caught up on personalities and preferences. We do not make 
searching for the mysteries of God important to reprioritize our lives.

• 1 hour on a weeknight is a small fraction for the grace that God has 
bestowed upon us.

• We are competing with TV, job schedules, feeding our flesh (belly), and 
other sins of the flesh (jealousy, complacency, personal preferences, 
favoritism, etc.)

• Our desires are not pure. They are tainted, biased, and not pleasing to God.



How do we fix it?

• Bible study, Sunday School, worship service, will not fix it.

• Our heart needs fixing. Our vision needs fixing. Our souls 
need an alignment. Our biases need uprooting. We need to 
be placed in a hall of mirrors.



How do we fix it?

• When our souls get thirsty, parched, and worn, we will run to the 
wellspring of life. We will attune our taste to the living water.

• Be grateful of his grace. Go hard in the paint for God. He will not only let 
you score, but you will win the game.
• “O God, I have tasted Thy goodness, and it has both satisfied me and made 

me thirsty for more. I am painfully conscious of my need for further grace. I 
am ashamed of my lack of desire. O God, the Triune God, I want to want 
Thee; I long to be filled with longing; I thirst to be made more thirsty still. 
Show me Thy glory, I pray Thee, so that I may know Thee indeed. Begin in 
mercy a new work of love within me. Say to my soul, ‘Rise up my love, my 
fair one, and come away.’ Then give me grace to rise and follow Thee up 

from this misty lowland where I have wandered so long.”
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O82Pdq57c_s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O82Pdq57c_s

